
A Divided Heart 

1 Kings 3:3-9 And Solomon loved the Lord, walking 
in the statutes of David his father: only he 
sacrificed and burnt incense in high places. And 
the king went to Gibeon to sacrifice there; for that 
was the great high place: a thousand burnt 
offerings did Solomon offer upon that altar. In 
Gibeon the Lord appeared to Solomon in a dream 
by night: and God said, Ask what I shall give thee. 
And Solomon said, Thou hast shewed unto thy 
servant David my father great mercy, according as 
he walked before thee in truth, and in 
righteousness, and in uprightness of heart with 
thee; and thou hast kept for him this great 
kindness, that thou hast given him a son to sit on 
his throne, as it is this day. And now, O Lord my 
God, thou hast made thy servant king instead of 
David my father: and I am but a little child: I know 
not how to go out or come in. And thy servant is in 
the midst of thy people which thou hast chosen, a 
great people, that cannot be numbered nor 
counted for multitude. Give therefore thy servant 
an understanding heart to judge thy people, that I 
may discern between good and bad: for who is 
able to judge this thy so great a people? 

Solomon committed himself to God's path. 
His was the golden age of Israel. 
People came from afar to hear his wisdom. 



People came from afar to see his splendour. 
No one left disappointed. 
He was blessed in every possible way. 
He built the glorious temple in seven years. 
His own house took fourteen years though. 
Was this the first sign of a divided heart? 
Soon other things dogged his life. 
Wealth, women, weapons and idol worship 
These began to crowd God out. 

What would we think of ... 
1. An athlete who ran fast only for half the race; 
Only to come dead last? 
2. A builder who couldn't be bothered to finish? 
3. A master baker who only produced half-baked? 
We'd go elsewhere. 
A half-completed job isn't worth the effort. 
An inconsistent Christian is Satan's best worker! 

Solomon started off with great potential. 
He was far more going for him. 

1 Kings 10:23 So king Solomon exceeded all the 
kings of the earth for riches and for wisdom. 

In the final years he played the fool. 



     
    

1. Idolatrous women. 
2. Fast chariots. 
3. Glittering wealth. 
His divided heart left behind a divided kingdom. 

Halfheartedness is very dangerous. 
The church at Laodicea was reprimanded for it. 

Revelation 3:15-16 I know thy works, that thou art 
neither cold nor hot: I would thou wert cold or hot. 
So then because thou art lukewarm, and neither 
cold nor hot, I will spue thee out of my mouth. 

Neglect and preoccupation is lethal. 

Hebrews 2:1-3 Therefore we ought to give the more 
earnest heed to the things which we have heard, 
lest at any time we should let them slip. For if the 
word spoken by angels was stedfast, and every 
transgression and disobedience received a just 
recompence of reward; How shall we escape, if we 
neglect so great salvation; which at the first began 
to be spoken by the Lord, and was confirmed unto 
us by them that heard him. 

Solomon knew this to be true and wrote about it. 

       
    

                  
     

          
    

He loved the Lord.His heart was focused on God - 
But he turned to other loves.



Proverbs 24:30-34 I went by the field of the slothful, 
and by the vineyard of the man void of 
understanding; And, lo, it was all grown over with 
thorns, and nettles had covered the face thereof, 
and the stone wall thereof was broken down. Then 
I saw, and considered it well: I looked upon it, and 
received instruction. Yet a little sleep, a little 
slumber, a little folding of the hands to sleep: So 
shall thy poverty come as one that travelleth; and 
thy want as an armed man. 

Without knowing it, this would be himself. 
Don't become a failure because of a divided heart. 
Halfhearted commitment receives no blessing. 

James 1:8 A double minded man is unstable in all 
his ways. 

Instead it paves the way to disaster. 
"The road to hell is paved with good intentions". 
We need to put our whole heart into it. 

Psalm 37:5 Commit thy way unto the Lord; trust 
also in him; and he shall bring it to pass. 

David's son should have listened. 
Maybe he did but chose to ignore the Word. 



Proverbs 16:3 Commit thy works unto the Lord, 
and thy thoughts shall be established. 

       
      

         
       

      

      
      

          

       

                       
    

       

Proverbs 3:5-7 Trust in the Lord with all thine 
heart; and lean not unto thine own understanding. 
In all thy ways acknowledge him, and he shall 
direct thy paths. Be not wise in thine own eyes: 
fear the Lord, and depart from evil.

Don't be double minded or divided of heart.

Not a wise thing to do - lean to our own understanding.

    Do the wise thing instead.


